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FAFSA IS OPEN
Please refer to our September

worksheet for more information
on how to prepare!

SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH 101:
SENIORS

Start searching.
You can learn about scholarships in several ways,
including contacting the financial aid office at the school
you plan to attend and checking information in a public
library or online. But be careful. Make sure scholarship
information and offers you receive are legitimate; and
remember that you don't have to pay to find
scholarships or other financial aid (FAFSA).
Make use of resources!

There are countless of websites and resources
compiled by others and it's important to take
advantage of them to make your search process
smoother. 
Stay tuned for our scholarship spreadsheet coming out
soon.

Stay organized.
When you are ready to start applying, it's important to
get organized. You may even find some of the work you
do can be applied to multiple scholarship applications -
such as an essay or writing sample. Be sure you read the
directions for those essays carefully (Scholarships.com).
Stay organized and utilize a spreadsheet!

Apply.
Each scholarship has its own requirements. The
scholarship’s website should give you an idea of who
qualifies for the scholarship and how to apply. Make sure
you read the application carefully, fill it out completely,
and meet the application deadline (FAFSA).
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SEARCH ENGINES AND
RESOURCES:

Fast Web. 
Scholly.
Niche.
Petersons.
Big Future's Search
Engine
CFNC's Search
Engine
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UNDOCUMENTED AND DACA
STUDENTS

Major Scholarships: 
Golden Doors Scholarships (DACA, TPS, or
Undocumented).
Dream.us (DACA or TPS only).
Hispanic Scholarship Fund (DACA only).
Questbridge's College Match Program (Non-U.S.
Citizens and Undocumented).

Apply to colleges and universities vested in funding your
education. Search their websites or call their financial
aid offices to learn if they have scholarships or funds for
Undocumented students.
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GRANTS V. SCHOLARSHIPS:

Grants and scholarships share a common trait – both are
"gift aid." This is money that doesn't need to be repaid.
Grants are typically awarded on the basis of financial need,
such as the federal Pell Grant for low-income students.
Need-based grants are awarded at the federal, state or
college level.
Scholarships, however, are usually awarded on the basis of
merit, whether it's for academics, athletic ability or a specific
talent (USNEWS). 
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7. MALDEF Resource.
8. Jackie Robinson
Foundation Resources.
9. Immigrant Rising's
Lists.
10. My Undocumented
Life.

https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/scholarships
https://www.scholarships.com/financial-aid/college-scholarships/scholarship-application-strategies/apply-for-scholarships/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OZ2MZRfABcpCyPqpOPPcS-qlv244hKpNTYT1ZIkfswA/edit?usp=sharing
https://studentaid.gov/understand-aid/types/scholarships
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://myscholly.com/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships/
https://www.petersons.com/scholarship-search.aspx
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search#!welcome
https://www.cfnc.org/pay-for-college/scholarship-search/
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/paying-for-college/articles/how-to-find-and-secure-scholarships-for-college
https://www.maldef.org/resources/scholarship-resources/
https://www.jackierobinson.org/apply/additional-resources/
https://immigrantsrising.org/resources/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/


Check in with your counselors to check your school’s plan for the PSAT. 
Will it be administering the PSAT/NMSQT for sophomores this
month? 
Will it be administering the PSAT 10 in the spring?
Studying for and taking either of these tests will help you prepare for
the future.

If you are heading back to campus, explore ways in which you can be
involved in leadership.
Start checking out scholarship opportunities. 

Although most may be open to just seniors, the sooner you start
familiarizing yourself with their requirements, the sooner you can
become a competitive applicant.

Take advantage of this year to work on becoming the best
candidate, academically, for scholarship opportunities. 

For example, review if you have rigorous courses on your
transcript in preparation for the HOPE and Zell Miller scholarship.
Become aware of your grades and develop plans to elevate your
GPA. 
Talk to your teachers for additional tutoring on any hard classes. 
Keep track of assignment due dates to avoid late submissions or
zeros. 

Scholarships and colleges are attracted to students who are able to
showcase consistent involvement in over a breadth of activities. 

We challenge you to discover which clubs fit your passions
beyond academics. 

Make sure you are staying on top of your grades.
Even though the semester is in full swing, classes are
picking up and the adrenaline from the beginning of the
school year might be running, you got this! 
Scholarships and colleges often look for solid GPA’s
and establishing this from the get-go is of utmost
importance.
Take up space! Make sure you are making the most of
the resources available to you like peer tutoring and
counseling.

WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT A TOPIC? LET US KNOW!
WWW.HOPESTRONG.ORG/CONTACT

SOPHOMORE:

JUNIORS:

FRESHMAN:

http://www.hopestrong.org/contact


WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT A TOPIC? LET US KNOW!
WWW.HOPESTRONG.ORG/CONTACT

O C T O B E R ' S

EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES

FAFSA OPENED 
The FAFSA® form allows students to request

federal grants, work-study, and loans, all in
one application. The FAFSA® form allows
students to request federal grants, work-

study, and loans, all in one application.

PROBE'S VIRTUAL FAIRS
Probe is an annual program of college fairs and
guidance counselor workshops that are held
throughout the state of Georgia. The program is
managed by the Georgia Education Articulation
Committee (GEAC), whose sole mission is to
disseminate information and stimulate interest in
post-secondary education for students in Georgia.
Hundreds of colleges from across the nation attend
Probe each year to reach thousands of Georgia high
school juniors and seniors. Learn more here.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5
Panel Presentations 5:00 – 7:45 pm
Select your panels here.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6
Panel Presentations 5:00 – 7:45 pm
Select your sessions here.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7
Panel Presentations 5:00 – 7:45 pm
Select your sessions here.

COALITION FOR COLLEGE
Coalition for College member schools are united in their

mission to support lower-income, under-resourced,
and/or first-generation students; to provide responsible
financial aid; and to bolster students’ success in college
—and beyond. The Coalition was founded in 2015 by a

group of dedicated college leaders aiming to improve
the college application process, particularly for those

students from historically under-represented groups..

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15
Introducing My Story: Webinar for 9th
and 10th grade students. Learn more
here.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21
October Virtual College Fair, Day 1:
attend a free, online virtual college fair
featuring Coalition for College schools.
Learn more here.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13
Tuesday Talk's: The College Application. 
Get the inside scoop on applying to
college! Learn more here.

COLLEGE FOUNDATION OF NC
College Foundation of North Carolina (CFNC) is a free
service of the State of North Carolina provided by a
collaboration of Pathways, the North Carolina State
Education Assistance Authority, and College
Foundation, Inc. CFNC promotes access to North
Carolina higher education and assists students with
education planning, career planning, and applying and
paying for college.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 19 -
FRIDAY 30.
College Application Week has been
extended to two weeks this year. During
these weeks, many NC colleges and
universities waive their application fees.
Learn more here.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1

EARLY ACTION/DECISION DEADLINES
Many colleges and universities have early action and
early decision deadlines late October/early November.
Make sure to plan accordingly.

http://www.hopestrong.org/contact
http://www.gaprobe.org/student-registration-open-for-virtual-college-tour/
https://airtable.com/shrKIHXk8ul38nqhr/tblEHufaCTCpLWAi4/viwEz2zO6iQwUUVEQ
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vQ6Yxo8HxGIsMkT6fpttkctFrPm4umCVdISLINGWnMSNxpxWV9Rj1a0EmX1KsykUYCnYuGxGbSuNmtd/pubhtml?gid=0&single=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vQ6Yxo8HxGIsMkT6fpttkctFrPm4umCVdISLINGWnMSNxpxWV9Rj1a0EmX1KsykUYCnYuGxGbSuNmtd/pubhtml?gid=0&single=true
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/events/introducing-my-story
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/events/october-virtual-college-fair-session-1
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/events/tuesday-talks-application
https://www.cfnc.org/apply-to-college/nc-countdown-to-college/


#Education #Scholarships #FinancialAid

Scholarships OPEN
right now!

Follow us on Social Media for more
opportunities! @ihopestrong
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Golden Doors Scholarship - Closes October 25th.

02

Latino Community Fund's Educational Scholarship
Grant - Closes October 10th.
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Black Student's in Tech - Closes October 11th.
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Scholarship America's Dream Award - Closes
October 15th.

Bill Kane's Undergraduate Scholarship - Closes
October 15th.

Horatio Alger National Scholarships - Closes
October 25th.

Horatio Alger State Scholarships - Closes
October 25th.

Jack Kent Cooke Foundation Scholarship -
Closes October 30th.
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https://www.facebook.com/ihopestrong
https://twitter.com/ihopestrong
https://www.instagram.com/ihopestrong/
https://www.goldendoorscholars.org/apply-now
http://bit.ly/2020lcfscholars
https://bold.org/scholarships/black-students-in-tech-grant/
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/dreamaward/
https://www.shapeamerica.org/scholarships/billkanescholarship.aspx
https://scholars.horatioalger.org/about-our-scholarship-programs/national-scholarships/
https://scholars.horatioalger.org/about-our-scholarship-programs/state-scholarships/
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/college-scholarship-program/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMInr3S0tiF6wIVFKSzCh29ggkuEAAYASABEgJKp_D_BwE

