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It is time to start thinking about the many ways you

can cover the costs of attending various post-

secondary programs—be it that you are interested in

pursuing an associate degree at a community

college, a bachelors degree at a public or private

institution, or even attending a technical institution

to pursue career-oriented opportunities. For many

of you, your journey begins with applying to federal

and/or state-based financial aid opportunities.

FAFSA

In the United States, U.S. Citizens and eligible non-

citizens (such as—U.S. nationals, U.S. Permanent

Residents, refugees, asylum grantees, and those

given Parole status by USCIS) are eligible to receive

financial assistance from the U.S. federal

government to pursue post-secondary education. 

You are able to apply—during your senior year in

high school or after graduating—via FAFSA, or the

Free Application for Federal Student Aid, which

opens up on October 1st, 2021 (and every year

thereafter). This application is FREE and can be

completed online or via a printed application. As

you are building your list of colleges and universities,

it is important for you to pay attention to the

particular deadlines established by the state you

reside in, and/or the deadlines established by each

institution you are applying to. 

This application is utilized by each institution to

determine how much federal, state, and even

institutional financial assistance you are eligible for.

DACA and Undocumented students are not

eligible for federal financial aid but we

encourage you to complete FAFSA, if the

college or university you are seeking to apply to

requests that you do so—there is no legal

repercussion for filling out FAFSA when you are

not eligible for federal aid. Filing this

application allows universities insight into your

personal and household financial circumstances

—they may be able to award you institutional

aid and/or depending on your state policies

potentially state-based forms of aid. 

If you are a dependent student (as defined by

FAFSA and not necessarily the IRS), then the

2022–2023 application will require your

parent’s 2020 tax-return information, their W-

2s, and any other income information available.

If you held a job and filed a 2020 tax return,

then you will need this information as well. You

will not need your parent’s tax returns or income

information if you are defined as an

independent student by FAFSA—this includes

students considered emancipated minors and

those with legal guardians other than their

parents

 For example, you may be eligible to receive the Pell

Grant, Subsidized Loans, Unsubsidized Loans, Direct

PLUS Loans, and Federal Work-Study. These are all

forms of federal financial aid, you may be able to

receive and accept or deny, as a part of your

financial aid package. 

There is a couple of important things to keep in

mind:
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 If you live in a mixed-status household, whereby

one or two of your parents are not U.S. citizens,

eligible non-citizens, or do not have a social

security number—do not worry! Their immigration

status in the United States will not negatively

affect your ability to apply for federal student

aid, so long as you meet the eligibility

requirements. You will need to input all 0s when

the application requests their social security

number, and you will need to submit (via mail)

the printable form that FAFSA provides at the

end of your application before your application

can be processed. This form requests their

written signature and is utilized in place of an

electronic signature, to confirm the information

you are submitting.

While FAFSA is most relevant to our seniors at

this moment both Seniors and Juniors will

benefit from learning about the state-based aid

opportunities available to them in the States of

Georgia, North Carolina, and California. In the

same way, that we are encouraging our

underclass students to explore resources

provided by their state governments and local

school districts—it is essential that Juniors do so

as well, in particular, because they are a year

away from needing to be as best informed as

possible when in the shoes of our Seniors.

The State of Georgia offers generous state-based

forms of financial assistance to U.S. Citizens and

eligible non-citizens, who reside in the State of

Georgia, have graduated from a GA high school,

and plan on attending a public college or university

in GA or an approved private institution in the state. 

If you meet the above criteria and the additional

requirements outlined on the GaFutures website—as

communicated by the Georgia Student Finance

Commission, then you may be eligible for either the

Zell Miller or HOPE Scholarship and/or a

combination therein of HOPE and Zell Miller Grants,

the HOPE Career Grant, and the HOPE GED Grant. 

Colleges and Universities utilize either your FAFSA—

which you submit and then renew each year or the

Georgia Student Finance Application (GSFAPP),

which is valid for up to 10 years, to determine what

state-based aid (mentioned above) you are eligible

for.

GEORGIA STATE AID

http://www.hopestrong.org/contact


The State of North Carolina offers state-based

scholarships and grants available to undergraduate

students, who have not already completed a

bachelor’s degree, and are enrolled in a North

Carolina institution. Students who are U.S Citizens

or eligible non-citizens, and fulfill North Carolina’s

Residency Determination Service may be eligible for

the following opportunities: the NC Education

Lottery Scholarship, the NC Community College

Grant, the UNC Need-Based Grant, the NC Need-

Based Scholarship. You can find more information

on the College Foundation of North Carolina’s

website.

These state government-funded grants and

scholarships use the FAFSA to help determine your

specific financial needs. Completing your FAFSA

will also check for these NC state grants and

scholarships.

*If you are a DACA or Undocumented student,

who resides in the state of Georgia, North

Carolina, or other states defined as “Locked

Out” States—then you are not eligible for state-

based aid according to your respective state’s

policies. In this situation, you may rely on

institutional aid offered by each respective

college or university you apply to, or external

scholarships and grants you apply to and are

awarded. 

The State of California offers generous financial

assistance to its students regardless of whether or

not they are U.S. citizens or eligible non-citizens. It

is one of a few select U.S. States that allow DACA

and Undocumented students the opportunity to

apply and be admitted to their public institutions,

and received financial assistance via state-based

forms of aid. This can include the following and

more opportunities: Cal Grants (A, B, C), the Chafee

Grant, the Middle-Class Scholarship, UC Grants,

State University Grants, California Community

College (CCC) Promise Grant.

All students start the application process by

completing and submitting either the Free

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or the

California Dream Act Application (CADAA).

ALL students are required to make sure their Grade

Point Average (GPA) has been submitted to the

California Student Aid Commission (CSAC); and

that they have created a WebGrants 4 Students

(WG4S) account to monitor and manage their state

awarded financial aid, including verifying their GPA

is on file.
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CALIFORNIA STATE AIDNORTH CAROLINA STATE AID

DACA and

Undocumented

students must meet the

AB 540: California

Nonresident Tuition

Exemption. The outlined

expectations are

extensive, we suggest

referring to the

California Student Aid

Commission’s website

for more information.

http://www.hopestrong.org/contact
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The Georgia Student Finance Commission (GSFC)

The Georgia Student Finance Commission was

founded in 1965 and was tasked with the goal of

ensuring Georgians have an opportunity to access

education beyond high school. GAFutures is brought

to you by the GSFC. Aside from providing you with a

ton of information about state programs and

financial aid; GAFutures can help you find the

perfect institution for you through their college

search tool, they can help you find scholarships

through their search engine, and even help you begin

exploring potential careers.

One of the best resources offered through GAfutures

is the opportunity to connect and learn from

professionals in the field of Higher Education that

work with Georgia students like you every day.GSFC

Outreach Representatives provide informative and

interactive webinars. These sessions focus on sources

of Financial Aid available for students while providing

the best practices to plan, apply and pay for

education beyond high school. While most of these

opportunities may be tailored to Juniors and Seniors,

you are always welcome to and encouraged to

participate and become informed. 

The College Foundation of North Carolina

(CFNC)

The College Foundation of North Carolina (CFNC) is

a free service of the State of North Carolina with

the goal of promoting access to North Carolina

higher education. Similar to GAfutures, CFNC

provides information, resources, and direct

assistance to students interested in: finding the

right college, exploring university programs and

majors, participating in dual enrollment, and

seeking free resources for the ACT and SAT, or even

learning money management skills—in order to

budget wisely and manage your money. 

The California Student Aid Commission (CSAC)

As always, the State of California leaves us amazed

with the abundance of resources and opportunities

made available to their students. According to the

CSAC, their “platform provides high school students

the tools to match their interests and skills to post-

secondary college and career opportunities. They

can take career assessments and use search tools to

develop college, major, and career lists, write goals

and journals, track activities, and read a variety of

age-appropriate content to develop and expand

their knowledge on all college, career, and financial

aid planning topics”. 

It is really important for you to familiarize yourself

with resources provided to you by your state

government and local school districts—you would

be surprised to find how many resources and

opportunities are available to you. Utilizing these

resources can help you stay on track for

graduation but also explore your post-secondary

options and become college and/or career-

ready.

10TH AND 9TH GRADE STUDENTS:

MAKE SURE TO CREATE AN

ACCOUNT AND CHECK OUT

EVERYTHING THEY HAVE

TO OFFER!

http://www.hopestrong.org/contact


September 2nd, 2021:

GAFutures Overview Webinar at 06:00

PM EST

September 9th, 2021

Scholarship Webinar at 05:00 PM EST

Coalition App’s “MyCoalition Updates for

2021-22” Webinar at 03:00 PM EDT

Coalition App’s “An Insider's Guide to the

College Application and Admissions

Process” Webinar at 07:00 PM EDT

September 10th, 2021

C5 Georgia Youth Foundation - Financial

Aid Event at 08:00 PM EST

September 12th, 2021 

NCAC’s Signature Virtual College Fair at

01:00 PM EDT

September 21st, 2021

Georgia Student Finance Commission -

Financial Aid Event at 01:00 PM EST

Bartow County Probe Fair at 09:00 AM

EST

September 22nd, 2021

Winder-Barrow Probe Fair at 01:00 PM

EST

College Admissions and Scholarships 101

Webinar at 07:00 PM EST

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES: IMPORTANT DATES AND
DEADLINES
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September 23rd, 2021

GSFAPP Walkthrough Webinar at 05:00

PM EST

September 24th, 2021

Dekalb County Probe Fair at 09:00 AM

EST

September 25th, 2021

College 101 hosted by the Clayton County

Youth Commission at 11:00 AM EST

September 27th, 2021 

Forysth County Probe Fair at 09:00 AM

EST

September 28th, 2021

NACAC’s Northeastern US College Fair at

04:00 PM EDT

September 29th, 2021

Clayton County Probe Fair at 09:00 AM

EST

September 30th, 2021

Coalition App’s “Start Early, Stress Less”

Webinar at 08:00 PM EDT

Coalition App’S “Prepárate temprano y

tendrás menos estrés” Webinar at 08:00

PM EDT

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gafutures-overview-webinar-tickets-165399190431?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/scholarships-webinar-tickets-165400247593?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/event/mycoalition-updates-for-2021-22
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/event/insiders-guide-admissions-tampa
https://www.gafutures.org/about-us/outreach/gsfc-financial-aid-events/
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/conventions/322/exhibitors
https://www.gafutures.org/about-us/outreach/gsfc-financial-aid-events/
https://www.gaprobe.org/calendar/
https://www.gaprobe.org/calendar/
http://accessscholarships.com/sept22
http://www.hopestrong.org/contact
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/gsfapp-walk-through-webinar-tickets-165401056011?aff=ebdsoporgprofile
https://www.gaprobe.org/calendar/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/college-101-tickets-168996947419?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.gaprobe.org/calendar/
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/conventions/325/exhibitors
https://www.gaprobe.org/calendar/
https://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/event/start-early-stress-less-2021
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeC6an71AcvbGOy8rbWIjD_TBWecYpzhJu2EOvj6ELPZp2-6A/viewform


SET UP A VIRTUAL EDUCATION APPOINTMENT WITH OUR TEAM!

DO SO BY GOING TO HOPESTRONG.ORG/EDUCATION TO GET STARTED.

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA FOR MORE

OPPORTUNITIES! @IHOPESTRONG

SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

The QuestBridge Scholarship, otherwise known as

the College Match Scholarship is a full-ride, four-

year scholarship worth over $200,000 each.

Recipients of this scholarship, typically low-

income high school seniors who have excelled

academically, are granted admission to one of

QuestBridge’s college partner institutions. It is

important to note that only some of

QuestBridge’s partner colleges will consider non-

U.S. Citizens or Permanent Residents for

admission and full scholarships through the

Match.

The 2021 National College Match application is

open RIGHT NOW and will close on September

28th, 2021. To learn more about QuestBridge and

each of its partner institutions, click here.

QUESTBRIDGE SCHOLARSHIP
The application for the Jack Kent Cooke

Foundation’s College Scholarship Program opens

on September 1st, 2021, and closes on November

18th, 2021. 

The Cooke College Scholarship Program is an

undergraduate scholarship program available to

high-achieving high school seniors with financial

needs who seek to attend and graduate from the

nation's best four-year colleges and universities.

Students interested in applying for this

opportunity do not need to be U.S. Citizens, they

must reside in the United States or a U.S territory,

must be attending a high school within the United

States, and meet all other eligibility requirements. 

To learn more about this opportunity, please visit

the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation’s website. 

JACK KENT COOKE SCHOLARSHIP

GOLDEN DOORS SCHOLARSHIP
The Golden Doors Scholarship JUST OPENED UP

and it offers DACA, Undocumented, and Students

with TPS (Temporary Protective Status) financial

assistance that culminates into—the cost of

tuition and room and board being covered for up

to 4 years. 

In addition, to the financial aspect—they offer

scholars the opportunity to receive mentorship,

access to information on internships and

fellowships, all while receiving support when

searching for jobs. It will close on October 4th,

2021 at midnight EST.

http://www.hopestrong.org/education
https://www.facebook.com/ihopestrong
https://twitter.com/ihopestrong
https://www.instagram.com/ihopestrong/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Hb9_PuhTXv_FkvOs7IaJsn8DDnNQxKfCMoO827Ce5mt2dWjdcGNOhzaBCjZMP6izMpETZ6JxIia_SdxurmlD-LThKX-Z1_bap0-t6kXRO36i94G-x_g1kysp5AYvgx5_9C25SPnsvjGuwwZ7QCGQkA==&c=MgP9vqeTmhhOHJx6BQ2dWII4x8JGDsNz_ZuIFxfXrTqSWlg9WoRpog==&ch=mS9nIaqVD1mfU3SgbX8lyHozVGIGgPtqTijlH48kw6uxSK3Dpa_NZg==
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/college-scholarship-program/
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/college-scholarship-program/
https://www.goldendoorscholars.org/

